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Glynn County Airport Commission
Now a Five-member Board

The Glynn County Airport Commission now has
�ve members instead of nine, after Glynn County

Commissioners voted in July to approve changes to the makeup of the airport
board.

Since the Airport Commission was created through a Glynn County ordinance
in 1980, the board has consisted of nine members, which was the largest
appointed board in the county. To streamline commission operations,
commissioners suggested an amendment in early 2020 to the county
ordinance governing the Airport Commission. It was then approved by the
County Commission. 

The amendment also appoints Airport Commission members to terms of �ve
years instead of four and makes commission meetings required at least once
per quarter, or as frequently as deemed necessary for e�cient operations.

The change means the current sitting commissioners are now:

Chairman Cedric King, whose term expires Dec. 31, 2025
Je� Culwell, whose term expires Dec. 31, 2024
Doug Hutson, whose term expires Dec. 31, 2023
David Furnish, whose term expires Dec. 31, 2022
Al McKinnon, whose term expires Dec. 31, 2021

The amendment also dictates each commissioner may serve two consecutive
terms and that o�cers serve in those roles for two years.

Compass Calibration

The days of a portion of taxiways being blocked
by planes undergoing a compass calibration are
soon to be a thing of the past at BQK.

The compass calibration upgrades at Brunswick Golden Isles Airport are
coming along nicely, despite a few delays due to wetter-than-normal weather.
Stormwater infrastructure was installed, and concrete was poured at the end
of August. Asphalt is next and the project is expected to be completed by
early- to mid-October. 

We are blessed to have multiple aircraft maintenance, repair, and overhaul
businesses based at BQK. Many of those aircraft need their compasses
calibrated, but until recently, doing so meant having to block portions of the
runways and taxiways. The new 200-foot by 200-foot calibration pad meets
Federal Aviation Administration standards, including the use of non-magnetic
construction materials and speci�c setbacks from large metal objects and
moving vehicles. A new 1,200 linear-foot taxi lane will service the pad as well.

Seaboard Construction of Brunswick is constructing the pad and RS&H, Inc., of
Jacksonville, handled the engineering of the project. Construction cost a little
more than $2.6 million, with only 5 percent coming from the Glynn County
Airport Commission. The rest of the funding came from an FAA Airport
Improvement Program grant and Georgia Department of Transportation
Airport funding.

Pilot Recognition

Sarah Frangoul was recognized at the July Glynn
County Airport Commission for earning her Flight
Instructor Single Engine Land certi�cate.

She is the fourth woman this year to be recognized by the commission for
completing additional training as a general aviation pilot at St. Simons Island
Airport (SSI). 

Frangoul completed her training with Martin and Michelle Petrina, DPE. 

Female pilots make up just 8.4 percent of all pilots, according to the FAA’s
Aeronautical Center. Additionally, only 7.3 percent of �ight instructors are
women, according to the center’s statistics. But those numbers could be
increasing soon. The center says 14.2 percent of student pilots are women, a
statistic manifesting itself here at St. Simons Island Airport.

Frangoul, along with Pristine Gramm, Hanna Esserman, and Carol Fendig have
all recently continued their pilot education under the tutelage of Michelle and
Martin Petrina.

We are proud to know our local ladies are taking to the skies and accessing
the abundant general aviation resources we have here at SSI.
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