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2021 Georgia Airports Association
Conference a Hit

The Georgia Airports Association Conference was held on St.
Simons Island Sept. 29-Oct. 1.

Outgoing Georgia Airports Association president and Glynn County Airport
Commission Executive Director Robert Burr, along with the commissioners and
sta�, hosted the event with a 1940s-era aviation theme of “Soaring Heights,”
evoking the thrill of the golden age of aviation. Sessions each day were held at
The King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort and the Home2 Suites at the St.
Simons Island Airport. A “Soaring Heights” themed president’s dinner and
hangar party was held at the Golden Isles Aviation hangar at St. Simons Island
airport on Thursday. The event featured a USO band, a Lady Liberty theme, a
P-51 Mustang, T-34 and other vintage planes, and plenty of dining and
dancing.

Sessions provided airport sta� from the 103 Georgia airports and associated
businesses a chance to dive into airport environmental issues, relationships
between �xed-base operators and airports, capital funding and airport
management, and updates from the Federal Aviation Administration, the
Georgia Department of Transportation, and the National Air Travel Association,
among other topics.

State Sens. Frank Ginn and Tyler Harper and state Rep. Rick Jasperse informed
attendees about ongoing items in the General Assembly as they pertain to
aviation. The Georgia DOT gave a presentation on the state of the airports in
Georgia, including ongoing projects, funding and grant opportunities, and the
impacts of federal pandemic aid statewide.

Burr presented several airport and individual awards on behalf of the
Association.

Burr was recognized for his service
as president of the Georgia Airports
Association in 2020 and 2021 and
passed the gavel to the new
president, Tony O’Brian, Assistant
General Manager of the Commercial
Management Division at Harts�eld-
Jackson Atlanta International
Airport.

Glynn County Airport Commission
Chairman Cedric King said at the
Oct. 19 commission meeting that the
event was well received and well
attended, with roughly 300
participants.

“All the comments from the
participants were that this was the
best airport conference they’ve
attended, some said ever,” King said.

Study Committee Meets at St. Simons Airport

The Joint Study Committee on Airport Infrastructure and
Improvements heard about local economic impact of Glynn
County’s airports.

The committee met on Sept. 28 at the St. Simons Island Airport. The 16-person
committee consists of four state representatives, four state senators, and eight
appointees to include local representatives Robert Burr, representing the
Georgia Airports Association, and Larry Wade, CEO of Golden Isles Aviation.

The committee is tasked with identifying and assessing needs in the state’s air-
travel industry and considering funding mechanisms to accomplish goals set
by the committee.

Burr said Glynn County’s airports are important to economic development in
the area.

Local airports are unique, Burr said, because they generate enough revenue
through operations and through leases of land for commercial and industrial
use to cover day-to-day costs. Completing major capital improvement
projects to keep the airports viable, however, requires federal, state, and local
money. He pointed to neighboring states such as Florida, where the state
provides around $386 million annually to its airports, and North Carolina,
which provides around $130 million, as goals he would like to see for state
funding. Georgia, conversely, provides only $14 million to its state airport
system, which is larger than North Carolina’s and roughly the same size as
Florida’s.

“They (Georgia) do the best job they can with the money they have,” Burr said.
But state airports operate with minimal �nancial support comparatively.
Neighboring states are seeing better returns on their investments, he added.

Golden Isles Convention & Visitors Bureau president,

Scott McQuade, told the committee the �y market to

the Golden Isles is still signi�cant.

McQuade said more commercial air service is needed here to continue
growing and attracting more people who �y in for their visits. As it is, nearly 46
percent of the air service used to visit the Golden Isles comes through
Jacksonville, McQuade said.

“Although they’re coming into our region, they’re creating that economic
impact in Jacksonville,” McQuade said.

Sea Island president and CEO, Scott Steilen, said about 70 percent of the
visitors to the luxury resort �y here for their visit. Private air service and quality
airports are important to Sea Island, he said.

“We’d love to be able to bring more tra�c into the local community,” Steilen
said.

The committee is set to complete its study by the end of 2021.

Golden Isles Aviation is Carbon Neutral

The �xed-base operator (FBO) at St. Simons Island Airport is
leading the sustainability charge.

“Sustainability is an important responsibility and need for our industry,” said
Larry Wade, president of Golden Isles Aviation, the FBO for St. Simons Island
Airport.

Carbon neutral is a term used to describe net-zero carbon emissions,
achieved by balancing the carbon put into the environment from energy use
with an equivalent amount of carbon savings elsewhere.

Wade is also the chairman of a chain/network of FBOs called Air Elite, a group
of 86 premium FBOs around the world served by World Fuels Services. One
goal of the network is for each FBO to become sustainable and carbon
neutral. 

Golden Isles Aviation buys its fuel from Phillips 66 Aviation and World Fuel
Services, which also operates World Kinect Energy Services, a global entity
that aids companies in attaining sustainability goals.

“They consult with you in terms of how your business can reduce its energy
and carbon footprint,” Wade said. “They can also provide the sourcing of
carbon o�sets needed.”

Golden Isles Aviation keeps track of fuel and electricity it
consumes and a thermal footprint is calculated.

The company then purchases carbon credits at the end of the year that are
used to fund projects globally that clean carbon from the air, such as
alternative fuel research, reforestation or protecting rainforests, which capture
carbon from the air.

“General aviation receives a lot of negative press, even though we are a drop
in the bucket in terms of our impact on the global carbon footprint,” Wade said.
“But regardless, we are desirous to be proactive and do our part to have a
zero-carbon footprint.” 

Air Elite FBOs have started the network's sustainability journey in response to
customer requests as well as our desire to support our industry in response to
this critical industry challenge," Wade said.
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