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Members of the Georgia Airport Association met with Georgia’s Lt. Governor Geoff Duncan
(front row, fourth from left) at the State Capitol.

Airport Commission Team Attends
Georgia Airports Association Meeting 
in Atlanta 
Glynn County’s airports staff were well represented at the first quarterly Board
of Directors meeting of the Georgia Airports Association (GAA) February 19-20
in Atlanta. The GAA Board met with legislators and addressed a variety of
issues, including the need for funding aviation projects throughout the state.

This quarterly meeting highlighted the importance of aviation to the entire
state by providing a wide range of services to the citizens of Georgia. The
group also reviewed the recently released Georgia Statewide Aviation System
Plan, available to the public at www.dot.ga.gov/IS/AirportAid/Aviation
SystemPlan. The plan identifies the needs of Georgia’s airports outside the
Hartsfield-Atlanta International Airport, and examines progressive elements
and accomplishments within the system.

“Aviation is crucial to Georgia’s economy, and serves all areas of the state,“
Glynn County Airport Commission Executive Director Robert Burr pointed out.
“Not only does it create jobs and produce revenue, it gives access to medical
services, assists law enforcement, protects our environment with forest
management and fire control and performs lifesaving search and rescue
operations. In times of natural disaster, aviation has saved both lives and
property. Aviation works for all of our citizens, even if they never step on
board an airplane.”

A Day for Future Aviation Professionals 
The Third Annual Aviation Career Day for students, grades 6-12, and their
parents, will take place on Saturday, March 2 at the St. Simons Island Airport
from 9:00 AM til 1:00 PM. This free career expo will also offer young people an
opportunity to talk to aviation professionals, educators, pilots, manufacturers
and other industry leaders. A static display of a wide variety of aircraft will be
at the airport for guests to tour and talk to pilots. Students will have a chance
to try their hand at actual flight simulators used to train today’s pilots. 

A Young Eagles Rally, presented by Chapter 905 of the Experimental Aircraft
Association, will also be offered at Aviation Career Day. Children ages 8-17 can
experience the thrill and excitement of flight on a free 15-20 minute ride over
the Golden Isles. Participants in the Young Eagles Rally must have a parent,
grandparent or guardian with them to sign permission documents.
Registration is requested in advance for both events at www.flygcairports.com
under the Upcoming Events link.

The Gulfstream Aerospace FAST (Field and Airborne Support Team) Semi Truck
will be on display for students and parents to tour at Aviation Career Day.

The WV-130J aircraft will visit the Brunswick Golden Isles Airport on May 10 as
part of the Hurricane Awareness Tour. 

Save the Date: 2019 NOAA Hurricane
Awareness Tour
The 2019 Hurricane Awareness Tour will come to the  Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport on Friday, May 10. Hurricane experts from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will visit five U.S. East Coast locations,
flying aboard a USAF Reserve WC-130J hurricane hunter aircraft and a NOAA
WP-3D Orion aircraft, to raise awareness of the impacts from tropical cyclones
threats and the danger of being caught without a personal hurricane plan.
National Hurricane Center Director Ken Graham, hurricane specialists Dr.
Michael Brennan and Daniel Brown, storm surge specialist Jamie Rhome,
mission specialist Warren Madden, USAF hurricane hunter crew members and
NOAA aircraft crew members will be on hand to educate residents of
Georgia’s coastal counties about hurricane preparedness. 

The Hurricane Awareness Tour will issue an invitation for Glynn County’s
4thand 5thgraders to take part in a special program designed to encourage
weather knowledge and emergency preparedness. The public will be invited
to tour the aircraft, visit exhibits and talk to experts in the afternoon hours. 

Jay Wiggins and Alec Eaton and the staff of the Glynn County’s Emergency
Management Agency have worked diligently to assemble a team of local
agencies and sponsors for the event. Non-profit organizations such as the
Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH), American Red Cross, and personnel
from the NOAA National Weather Service forecast office in Jacksonville will
be part of the team when the Tour comes to the Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport.

Report to the
Principal’s Office!
Terra Winslett, Property and
Marketing Manager for the Glynn
County Airport Commission, was
chosen to act as Principal for a Day
at Glynn Academy this month as
part of a collaborative effort
between Glynn County Schools and
the Brunswick-Golden Isles
Chamber of Commerce.  The goal is
to allow business leaders to get a
closer look at how local schools
operate and to gain better
understanding of the work
educators do to prepare young
people for the future. Ms. Winslett
visited classrooms and took the
opportunity to talk about careers in
all fields, especially aviation, with
the students. 

Left: Terra Winslett and Glynn Academy
Principal Matthew Blackstone

Pilots' Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at a Glynn County airport.

(L to R)

Jamie Ericson: Private Pilot
certificate

Andrew Picard: Private Pilot
certificate

From the
Archives:

A Hurricane,
a Blimp and
a Mutt

Blackdog, a feisty mutt of questionable lineage, was part pet, part pest, for the
men of ZP-2, the Lighter-Than-Air (blimp) command in the 1950s at Naval Air
Station Glynco. The property of the former base is now the home of the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and the Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport. Blackdog’s claim to fame almost cost him his life when Hurricane
Connie threatened the base on August 12, 1955. He had developed a habit of
chasing the mooring lines on the blimps, and grabbing them with his teeth.
But that day, such amusing antics were far from the minds of Glynco aviators.
Hurricane preparedness in the 1950s at a Naval Air Station did not include
consideration of pet safety. Since airships were notoriously difficult to manage
in windy conditions, the crews hurried to send the blimps safely away from
the storm.  After all the aircraft departed, the ground crew suddenly realized
they had not seen Blackdog for some time. A frantic search led them to radio
the last airship to leave, and ask them to check their lines. To their horror, the
ship’s crew discovered the poor dog dangling precariously from a rope, his
hind leg tangled in the lines. He had been injured after being hit by storm
winds for almost an hour and a half. The pilot didn’t hesitate, but put the $2
million airship in jeopardy as he turned back into the storm to lower the
frightened dog to safety. The dog recovered, and was featured on WSB Radio
750 in Atlanta as “The Newsmaker of the Day.” But he was forever banished
from the hangar, prohibited from repeating his rope tricks. Photo courtesy of
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center. To enjoy more historic aviation
images, please visit http://flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html

To make reservations visit delta.com
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