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Can you name a hotel that allows you to relax in
a pool shaped like an air foil and enjoy a unique
aviation themed garden as you watch a
fascinating array of aircraft land nearby? If you
are stumped by the question, the new Home2
Suites by Hilton hotel is your answer. The
sparkling new hotel opened this month at
McKinnon St Simons Island Airport (KSSI), much to
the delight of aircraft owners, pilots and visitors
of all kinds. The hotel is a significant part of the
complete terminal complex renovation. Home2
Suites is located adjacent to the airport’s
fixed-base operator, Golden Isles Aviation, which
will debut its new facility this spring.

Click logo for rental
reservations

Home2 Suites by Hilton has 88 suites
accommodating a wide range of guest needs.
The hotel is designed to serve extended-stays,
families packing for the beach or individual
travelers looking to experience the Golden Isles.
Beyond the general services and amenities of the
hotel, the property features aeronauticalthemed art installations and an aviation garden
that highlight its proximity to the airport. The
Pilot's Lounge, a dedicated relaxation area in the
hotel, showcases historic photography that takes
viewers back to the airport’s origins in the late
1930s through its service to the nation as Naval
Air Station St Simons, a World War II radar
training school
"To finally have the Home2 Suites by Hilton
open is beyond exciting. The combination of a
new hotel and airport terminal at a general
aviation airport is unique and befitting the
character of St. Simons Island,” noted Gaines
Sturdivant, President of MMI Hospitality Group,
which owns and operates the new hotel. “So
many have worked so hard to bring this dream to
a reality. The efforts of the Glynn County Airport
Commission and its staff have been extraordinary
given the complexity of the overall project.
Without their herculean efforts and close
coordination, this beautiful addition to McKinnon
Airport would not have been possible. Though I
am so excited to be open and operating, it is my
sincere gratitude for all who allowed the
germination of an idea to blossom into a reality
that I treasure most".
To learn more about the new Home2 Suites by
Hilton, visit
http://home2suites3.hilton.com/en/hotels
/georgia/home2-suites-by-hilton-st-simonsisland-SSIARHT/about/amenities.html

North Apron Project Moves Forward
The North Apron
Expansion at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport
(BQK) will add
significantly to the area
available for new and
existing aviation related
businesses. Next up: a
massive concrete pour
to connect with the
existing facility at
Stambaugh Aviation,
seen at right.

Air Show
Ready to
Take Off!

Excitement is building for
Wings Over the Golden Isles
Air Show, set for March
24-26. The three-day event
will be the first air show in
the Golden Isles in 20
years, and it plans to make up for lost time with a dazzling slate of
aerobatic superstars and a concert by legendary Southern Rock group, .38
Special. The Navy Blue Angels will headline the show with a breathtaking
display of skill and precision. Among the featured acts for the show is the
Aeroshell Aerobatic Team,
which performs tight
formation maneuvers in
shows all over North
America. Mike Wiskus of
Lucas Oil Airshows, a
National U.S. Aerobatic
Champion, will fly in the
aircraft that has taken him
to shows around the world.
Veteran Air Show
performer, Buck Roetman of
Wild Horse Aviation, will
perform at Wings Over the
Golden Isles in his modified Christen Eagle aircraft with its super-powerful
250 HP Lycoming IO360 4-cylinder engine. Michael Goulian, who won the
United States Unlimited Aerobatic Championship at only 27 years of age,
continues to redefine what is possible in the air with his crisp, athletic style
of flying.
There are a limited number of premium seats still available. These ticket
holders enjoy additional amenities, such food and beverage, concierge-style
services, private restrooms and crowd-line seating. Premium packages and
all other tickets may be purchased on line through the show’s website,
http://wingsovergoldenisles.com.

Pilots’ Progress

Congratulations
to these pilots
who have
achieved their
licenses and
advanced their
ratings at
McKinnon St
Simons Island
Airport.

Above, L to R:

Keaton Bentley: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) license
Kirk Koleff: Airplane single engine and instrument airplane ratings added to
Certified Flight Instructor certificate
Wes Harper: Instrument Airplane rating added to Certified Flight Instructor
certificate
Matthew Medley: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) added to
Commercial Pilot license
Andrew Silsby: Airplane Multiengine (AME) and Airplane Multiengine Land
(AMEL) added to Certified Flight Instructor certificate
Lance Toland, Jr.: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) license
Will Troutman: Instrument Airplane rating added to Certified Flight
Instructor certificate

From the Archives:

Sweet Talking the Ladies

During World War II, the United States Navy purchased McKinnon Field and
transformed it into Naval Air Station St Simons, a Navy Radar Training
School. In Brunswick, Naval Air Station Glynco housed an airship (blimp)
escort and patrol mission at what is now the Brunswick Golden Isles Airport.
Young men and women served their country during long duty hours, but
when they were allowed a little time off for relaxation, they headed
straight for the pool at the Cloister Hotel, seen here. The Sea Island
Company graciously allowed the sailors, Marines and W.A.V.E.S. stationed at
both bases to use the hotel pool and charged them 10¢, but only if they
needed a towel. There was no charge for swimming, sunning and flirting.
Photo courtesy of Joseph Schlosser.
To view more historic aviation photos, please visit
www.flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html

To make reservations visit delta.com

To subscribe to Airport Update,

and receive news of special Delta fares available
when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,

please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.

Let us hear from you!

Something on your mind? Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com
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