From:
Subject:
Date:
To:
Reply-To:

"Glynn Airport Commission" <marketing@ﬂygcairports.com>
AIRPORT UPDATE -A Year of Accomplishment and Growth
December 28, 2017 10:14:21 PM EST
<kfaulken@bellsouth.net>
marketing@ﬂygcairports.com

Glynn County Airport Commission

AIRPORT UPDATE

December 2017

Click here to view message in your browser.

BQK

Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport

FREE PARKING

www.flygcairports.com

Gateway to Georgia's Golden Isles
Brunswick / St. Simons Island / Sea Island / Jekyll Island
Little St. Simons Island

Daily jet service
to/from Atlanta

DELTA.COM

1-800-221-1212

A Year of
Accomplishment
and Growth

Glynn County airports enjoyed a year of
impressive growth in 2017, and saw many
projects come to completion. A complex
Master Plan, which detailed a schedule of
proposed improvements and expansions for
the Brunswick Golden Isles Airport (BQK) for
the next 20 years, was revealed in August
after 18 months of intensive research and
development. Environmental work for the
North and East Apron Expansion projects was
completed, followed by the design phase and
construction of the North MRO Apron
Expansion. This allowed Stambaugh Aviation
to grow their operation and move into their
new facility (seen above) in late 2017.
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At McKinnon St. Simons Island Airport
(KSSI), the rehabilitation of runway 16/34 and
upgrading its electrical service were done
consecutively to keep closing of the runway to
a minimum. The runway rehabilitation was so
succesful that it won the GAA Project of the
Year Award. Golden Isles Aviation completed
construction of the new fixed base operator
passenger terminal for general aviation
(above). A new Home2 Suites Hotel by Hilton
was also completed next door to the new
terminal, and celebrated its opening this
year. The combined hotel-and-terminal
complex at a general aviation airport is the
only one of its kind in the United States, and
offers year-round access for island guests and
aviators.

Airports in Glynn County served their
community in two vastly different ways during
2017. The area’s first air show in 20 years,
Wings Over the Golden Isles, thrilled more
than 55,000 guests at the Brunswick airport in
March. By contrast, when Hurricane Irma
slammed into the Golden Isles in September,
members of the Glynn County Airport
Commission joined with first responders and
fixed base operators Golden Isles Aviation and
Manning Aviation to provide a staging area for
search and recovery operations while fueling
and protecting aircraft. Georgia Governor
Nathan Deal held a televised press conference
at the Brunswick terminal to pledge the
state’s support in disaster cleanup.
Above: Georgia Governor Nathan Deal held a press
conference at Brunswick Golden Isles Airport after
Hurricane Irma impacted Glynn County.
Below: Wings Over the Golden Isles Airshow
attracted over 55,000 visitors.

Members of
Glynn County’s
aviation community
offered two unique
initiatives that
addressed specific
issues during 2017.
A series of Pilot
Town Hall meetings
lead to the
formation of the
Safety Working
Group, which shares
information and
solutions concerning
safety, communications and training. In response to a nationwide pilot
shortage and future needs in the industry, a group of pilots and
business owners held the second Glynn County Youth Aviation Day
(above). The event brought local high school students to airport on St.
Simons Island to talk to professionals in education, law enforcement,
airline operations, military service and environmental protection.

Two annual celebratory events are held at each Glynn County
airport, and 2017 was a banner year for both. Honor Flight, a journey
to Washington DC, for military veterans, took off from the Brunswick
airport in April (above). Close to 100 honorees accompanied by
guardians, medical staff
and other volunteers
visited monuments
recognizing their service
to the nation. The airport
on St. Simons hosted the
open-air concert featuring
country music star Jake
Owens (left) as part of the
RSM Classic, a PGA TOUR
event that donates
millions of dollars to
charities that support
children and families in
need. The tournament is
held each year at the Sea
Island Golf Club.
Glynn County’s airports
continue to provide jobs,
attract businesses, boost
tourism and contribute to
the county’s economic
prosperity. In good times
or challenging times, the mission remains the same– to be of service to
the community.

Tiffany Landry
Joins Commission
Staff

When Tiffany Landry’s parents
moved to our area, a visit to them in
January was all she and her husband
needed to convince them to move
from their home in West Chester,
Pennsylvania to the Golden Isles.
Pennsylvania’s loss became the
Glynn County Airport Commission’s
gain when she came on board as the
new Airport Accountant. The
Immaculata University graduate
handles a myriad of financial duties
for the airports, including payables
and receivables, payroll and
preparing financial statements. She is also in charge of brilliant smiles,
which she bestows on every visitor to the Commission offices.

From the Archives:

Now and Then

The year’s end is a good time to look back on all that has been
accomplished as we look forward to new plans and projects. In the mid1960s, the runway and operations buildings for the airfield at Naval Air
Station Glynco were located on the property that now houses the Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport. The mission for NAS Glynco was training for a range of
military aviation duties such as radar, electronics and air traffic control.
When the top photo, above, was taken, no one knew what the future held.
The base was closed in 1975 and given to Glynn County to serve as its
municipal airport. Over the past five decades, the facilities have changed
drastically. The valuable 8,000’ runway remains intact, with a superior new
surface ideal for any aircraft operating today. The buildings that remain
have been repurposed, and the beautiful passenger terminal (bottom photo,
above) is a considerable improvement over the old Navy Operations, or OPS,
structure. We have come a long way, as a community and an airport. The
best is yet to come. Top Photo courtesy of Dan Davis. For more historic
aviation photos, please visit http://flygcairports.com/historic-photogallery.html
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