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Opening Doors
to the Sky
 

Pilot Mike Whitehead shows his homebuilt aircraft to
Glynn Academy sophomore ROTC student Brent Sapp.
 

During the month of November 2016, the airport
community in Glynn County took steps to provide
the nation with future aviation professionals by
offering two inspiring opportunities for young
people at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport
(KSSI).

     The first event, Glynn County Youth Aviation
Day, invited high school ROTC and S.T.E.M.
students from three area schools to attend a
seminar and hands-on training day on November
12. The program was designed by David and
Alysia English, and involved a diverse group of
pilots, aircraft owners, aviation related
businesses and the Brunswick Senior Squadron of
the Civil Air Patrol. Its purpose was to encourage
interest in aviation careers. Pilots and aircraft
owners from KSSI offered a “mini ground school”
to orient students in the basics of flight.
Members of the Civil Air Patrol interpreted a
display of aviation history, sponsored by the
Glynn County Airport Commission, for students to
understand the importance of their hometown in
national defense and the development of air
travel over the past 90 years.
     Representatives from the local Gulfstream
Aerospace Corporation facility and Manning
Aviation, the fixed-base operator (FBO) at the
Brunswick Golden Isles airport (BQK), were on
hand to offer information about civilian aviation
careers. Members of the U.S. Marine Corps, the
U.S. Air Force Georgia Army National Guard
provided an opportunity for high school students
to discuss options available through the military.
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Left: (L-R) Marine Sgt
W.L. Charles and Glynn
Academy ROTC students
Renae Bess and Ma’kayla
Hulett discussed military
career opportunities.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: (L-R)  High school
students Adonis Poveda
and Ethan Wilson try out
the pilot and co-pilot
chairs in the vintage DC3
owned by Lance Toland of
Lance Toland Associates.
 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Georgia Forestry
Commission sent aircraft for a static display, and their pilots spoke with
students about public service aviation in the state. The Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center’s unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), or drone,
display attracted attention and a host of questions from the tech-oriented
teenagers
     Local pilots brought in a wide array of aircraft for students to explore.
College admissions specialists from Middle Georgia State University (MGSU),
which offers the state’s acclaimed aviation degree programs, were in
attendance to explain the opportunities within a wide range of career
options for graduates. Organizers were gratified by the response from their
guests, many of whom made plans to visit MGSU and receive further
information about careers.

      A second event,
the semi-annual EAA
Young Eagles Flight,
took place on
November 19. The
program invites young
people ages 8-18 to
take a free 15-20
minute flight offered
by local Chapter 905
members. Pilots fly at
their own expense in
their personal aircraft.
For many Young
Eagles, the day’s
excursion over the Golden Isles’ rivers, beaches and marshes is the first time
they have had the opportunity to ride in an airplane.
 
Above right: Future aviation professional Summer Blankenship prepares to board
with pilot Joe Jurskis during the Young Eagles Flight.
   

Below: Pilot Scott Sullins with Young Eagles passengers (L-R) Noah Abarca, Sam
Abarca and Barry Porter.
 

 

 

New Commissioners
Appointed
 

Two new members of the Glynn County
Airport Commission were appointed this
month, and will be formally inducted at
the January 2017 meeting.
     Douglas Hutson (left) is trained as a
paramedic and holds an ATP (Airline
Transport Pilot) certificate. He has flown
for Savannah College of Art and Design
and University of South Carolina
Athletics, as well as the Morris News
Corporation. He is currently a contract
pilot and owner of Sky Coffee, LLC.

     David English (below right) is a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, retiring as
a Lt. Colonel. He has flown as First Officer for Atlantic Southeast Airlines
and Captain for United Parcel Service. He is currently a pilot, instructor and
owner of AirOne, LLC, an aviation
consulting business. He also serves with
the Brunswick Senior Squadron of the Civil
Air Patrol.
      “We are fortunate to add these two
distinguished aviators and businessmen to
our Commission,” noted Executive
Director Robert Burr. “We look forward to
their ideas and input for the future.”
     The new Commissioners will replace
departing members Michael Hanneld and
Alex Sutto, whose terms have been
completed. Current members Al McKinnon
and Kevin Runner were re-appointed to
another term as Airport Commisioners.
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Cole Swindell
Rocks the
Airport
 

Rising country music superstar
Cole Swindell filled the air with
his trademark energy and style
at the “Live From the Golden
Isles” Concert event at
McKinnon St Simons Island
Airport on November 19. The
concert was part of the 2016
RSM Classic, a PGA TOUR event
held at theSea Island Golf Club.
The sold-out concert was
sponsored by Southeast Georgia
Health System.
 
Photos courtesy of Sea Island
 

Pilots’ Progress
 

Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.
 

Samuel Daniel (left):
Instrument Airplane added to
CFI certificate and Airplane
Single Engine added to Flight
Instructor
 
James Meissner (right):
Private Pilot ASEL
 
Patrick Gregg (not pictured):
Private Pilot Airplane Single
Engine Land (ASEL)
 
 

 

From the Archives: Best Mess

 

The Golden Isles have always been celebrated for exceptional food. At
Naval Air Station Glynco, located on the property that is now Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport and the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, the
food was more than just tasty- it was award-winning. In September 1961,
base commander Captain John T. Lowe accepted an award for the Best
Mess, or dining facility, in the 6th District of the Navy. At that time, the
district included parts of North Carolina, and extended into Georgia, South
Carolina and as far south as Duval and Nassau Counties in Florida. Sailors
stationed at NAS Glynco in the 1950s and 60s recall the cuisine fondly. A
veteran from that time reminisced, “That good food made a homesick young
guy from Alabama feel right at home.” Photo courtesy of Captain John T.
Lowe. To view more of Captain Lowe’s collection and other historic aviation
photos, please visit www.flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html
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To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available

when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
 please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
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