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$$775500,,000000  GGrraanntt
SSppuurrss  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt,,
AAttttrraaccttss  JJoobbss
A grant for $750,000 from the U.S. Commerce
Department’s Economic Development Administration
was awarded to the Brunswick & Glynn County
Development Authority this month. The funds were
specifically designated for future improvements at
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport (BQK). Among the
projects in the Glynn County Airport Commission’s
capital development plan is additional apron space on
the north side of the airport for parking large
aircraft. The increased ramp capacity will allow
current tenants to expand operations and hire up to
150 new employees.
     “We are leveraging our local funds to maximize
State and Federal development dollars, thereby
creating economic growth for our county,” noted
Glynn County Airport Commission Executive Director
Robert Burr.

Expansion on the north side of the airport will enable
tenants such Omega Air Refueling Services and
Stambaugh Aviation to grow their operations and create
up to 150 new jobs.

NNeeww  BBuussiinneessss
aatt  MMccKKiinnnnoonn  SStt  SSiimmoonnss
IIssllaanndd  AAiirrppoorrtt
iiss  aa  DDrreeaamm  CCoommee  TTrruuee
When Will Troutman, owner of Wilco Aviation Services
at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport (KSSI), was a
small boy, he frequently dreamt of flying. Not in an
aircraft specifically, but simply flying through the air.
At age 18, during his first helicopter flight, he
recognized that it was the same feeling of
exhilaration as his childhood dream. From that
moment on, his passion for aviation has guided him to
reach a number of impressive goals.  
     By age 20, Will was an accomplished commercial
helicopter pilot. He continued to add a full
complement of fixed-wing aircraft licenses. After
receiving his aviation degree in the helicopter
program at Middle Georgia State University, he
became an instructor at the college before traveling
for special aviation opportunities across the country.
      Will and his wife, Katherine, found the aviation
community at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport an
ideally welcoming, supportive atmosphere to realize
their next dream. Will opened a flight school at the
island airport, and added aircraft cleaning, sales and
management and now, helicopter tours, to his slate of
services. Wilco Aviation Services is the only operator
of commercial helicopter tours in the Golden Isles.
Along with special photo and sightseeing tours over
the beaches, rivers and Marshes of Glynn, a new
option will be offered starting in November: a holiday
lights helicopter tour.
     “It truly is the ideal gift for the person who
already has everything,” Will noted.  
     Wilco Aviation Services’ new office and classroom
is located at 1775 Demere Road, St Simons Island. Call
912-689-9117 for more information.
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Below: Will and Katherine Troutman, owners of Wilco
Aviation Services, Inc. with their Enstrom F28C
helicopter.

AAiirr  TTrraavveell  GGrroowwtthh  TTrreenndd  CCoonnttiinnuueess
A combination of factors gave Brunswick Golden Isles Airport another record
month in August. Additional flights, a heightened awareness of the Golden Isles as
a premiere tourism destination and competitive fares on Delta resulted in a 6.7%
increase in load factor on flights in and out of Brunswick Golden Isles Airport in
August of this year, as compared to the same month last year.

FFoorree  aa  GGoooodd  CCaauussee
Be sure to buy your tickets now for the Golden Isles’ prestigious PGA TOUR event,
The McGladrey Classic (which will be renamed The RSM Classic), November 16-22,
2015. In addition to giving spectators the opportunity to watch some of golf’s best
players, the purchase of a ticket to The McGladrey Classic helps support
worthwhile local and national charities like Special Olympics and the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Southeast Georgia. Since its beginning five years ago, The McGladrey
Classic has raised more than $2.7 million that are urgently needed for these and
other children and family charities. Fly into the heart of the Golden Isles on Delta
to Brunswick Golden Isles Airport and land just moments from the tournament. 
Purchase your tickets now at www.mcgladreyclassic.com/tickets

PPiilloottss’’  PPrrooggrreessss
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and advanced
their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.

Kyle McDuffee (left): Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) rating added to
Commercial Pilot license

Tony White (center): Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) rating added to Certified
Flight Instructor (CFI) rating

Tyler Lanciano (right): Commercial Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
added to Commercial Helicopter Pilot license

FFrroomm  tthhee  AArrcchhiivveess
The Navy SNJ,
manufactured by the
North American
Aviation Corporation,
was used from 1935 to
the 1950s. The
versatile aircraft was
utilized as a pilot,
gunnery and
instrument trainer.
The SNJ was also used

in radar training operations at Naval Air Station St Simons, the location of the
current McKinnon St Simons Island Airport. After the war, SNJ’s were stored in the
blimp hangars at NAS Glynco, former occupant of the property that is now
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport and its neighbor, the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center. Visible on the left side in the 1948 photo above, SNJ’s were
stacked in the hangars with their wings removed. When tensions grew in Korea,
the aircraft, and the soon-to-be decommissioned Glynco, were reactivated for
duty in 1949. SNJ photo courtesy of the Navy Institute Archives.

To see more images of the airport’s history, please visit http://flygcairports.com
/historic-photo-gallery.html
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